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Student Unio.n Works

By KELLY CLARK

Afler almost four years in
the making, the Duxbury
Student Union Association is
only months away from mov-
ing into the Wnght Duilding
and becoming fully functional

One of Uk DSUA directors,
Dechby Jewell, saul that even
though studenls were eacited
when the idea was onginally
proposcd, the town was unsure
that kwds would wtilize the
space. “We surveyed over 700
students and that’s how we've
kind of fasluoned our plan,”
Jewell said

Fur the past three years, the
DSUA has been running events
and trying o rase funds
throwgh a pledging program at
e sane time, Alter getting the
OK  from the Boand  of
Selecunen e establish the
Student Union i the Wright
Building last fall, Jewell said
they stopped their events o
focus on raising the over
550,000 necessary lor the reno-
vations,

"We worry we're losing our
fan base since we're not run-
ning  continuous  events,”
Jewell said,

With two big fundraisers
planned  Tor  the  coming
nionths, Jewell hopes to work
toward their goal of raising
500,000, which she projects
will allow the DSUA o get up
and running for live years,
These funds will go toward hire
ing dircclors, buying equip-
mient and paying for the cost of
builiding renovations, among
other thimgs

While the DSUA has been
asking for pledges from local
residents, Jewell also hopes 1o
get cenmumitments from privale
corporate sponsors, “Our long-
tenm goal is that we raise hall
before we go into the building
in the winter with some com-
mitment about the rest,” Jewell
said

The idea behind the pledg-
ing micthod of fundraising is to
sccure 3 comnutment and
Jewcll said they haven't asked
for the money yet belore they
reach the hallway point, which
would mark their move into the
Wright Duilding

his has caused some fne.
tion between the DSUA and the
Board of Seclectmen, which
wanted the building renovation

The Duxbury Student Union Associalion lloal makes ils way
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The Sons ol Blues, a band lormed by Duxbury studenls, rocks

Toward Move-In Day

oul during the 2006 Fourth of July parade. The band will be
performing at a DSUA lundraiser on Aug. 18.

moncy by a Junc 30 deadline,
“The problem was that they
diedn’t tell us unnl about a
month proe” Jewell said

DBoard  of  Selectinen
Chairwoman Detsy Sullivan
sand the amount that the DSUA
Tradd o pay by the June 30 dead-
line was $19,752, She said this
total was the amolnt clearcd by
the cod of this past (iscal year.
The grand total Tor proposed
mdilications is $52,990 and
while Sullivan said the Board
of Sclectmen has sent out a let-
ter (o the DSUA, they are
awaiting a response and have
nol received any of the money
owetl.

While Jewell said they only
have about one third of the
S50.000 raised, they don’t have
the building yet amd therefore
have no lease or Tegal docu-
mieits to solidify where pledges

That's ot a3 fiscally
respoysible thing o do with
people’s money,”™ Jewell saul
“Weve been pressing the lown
for months for a legal agree-
ment because we have no way
of getting that moncy hack if it
doesn’t eonmie through.

“I"'m sure it’s hand for them
sirce Ihe Dusbury Rural and
Historical Socicty is an estab-
lished organization,” Jewell
said. “We're brand
new...we're net [unctioning
until we get this buillding.”

The (undraiser that Jewell
hopes will push the DSUA
towand its goal is a concert by
the James Montgomery Blues
Band on Aug. 18. According 1o
a3 DSUA press release, James
Montgomery has played with
such superstars as Acrosmuth,
Bruce Springsteen, the Aliman
Brothers, Bonnie Raitt and Kid

down Washinglon Street during the 2006 Fourth of July parade
and shows oll ils slogan, “Keeping Sight of Duxbury's Fulure.”

Rock

The apening act for the con.
cert 3l the Duxbury Performing
Ads Center will be the Sons of
Blues, formed by Dusbury stu-
dents in 2005, The Soms of
DBlues has played in focal haitle
of the bands competinons as
well as at the Fourth of July
parade for the past two years.

The event slans al 8 p.m.,
lickets aie 335 for adulis and
$£20 for students and can be
purchased  al Westwinds
UBookshep and Farfar’s. For
thuse interested in mecting the
band. a pre-concert event will
be held from 6 10 7 pan. at the
Duthury At Comples
Muscum,  Tickets  for this
“Meel and Greet™ fundranser
are $75 and include preminm,
uplront congert seats,

When the DSUA moves
it the  Weght  Building,
Jewell said it will be shmlar 1o
a stwdent unien on 2 eollege
campus. “On a college campus,
i really s the hub and where
maost ol the student activities”
groups met,” Jewell said,

Akin o a college student
union, the Wright Building
would include middie school
and high school lounges; space
1o host events like colfechous-
es, mavies and lectures, study
and conference rooms for
group meetings; and hopelully
a hookstere where students can
buy tickets to concerts, football
games and other events.

“There’s so much potential
for who knows what kind of
activities—whalcver the kids
will come up with,” Jewell
said. She said it would be neat
to scc an ant gallery where the
students are the curalors, and
the DSUA has left space for a
radin am] video station,

"We did rescarch on youth
nsky behavior,” Jewell sanl
"You don’t have 1o dnve to
Plymouth or Marshficld. It's
safe and it's there—it has =o
many little benefits and big
benefits.”

fewell said many other
towns already have teen cen-
ters, including Hingham and
Falmouth, which just opencd
its center within the last few
years,

“The hardest pan rght now
is ironing that stage out with
the town but it will be a great
asset to the lown once it's up
and running,” Jewell said,



